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Mhere fore I will not be negligent to put you always 
in remembrance of theſe things, ibo ye know 

them, and be eſtabliſhed in the preſent Truth.. 
e, I think it meet, as long as I ant in this. 
Tabernacle, to ſtir you up, by putting you in re- 
membrane; knowing that ſhor:ly I muſt put off 

this my Tabernacle, even as our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt hath ſhewed me. Moreover, I will endea- 

_ wour that you may be able, after my Deceaſe, to 
have theſe things always in remembrance. 


do not ſo much intend a Funeral Elegy for the 
Dead, as a plain Practical Sermon for the Living. 
| The Dead know not any thing, Eccl. 9. 5, 6. neither 
are they any more concerned in the Things that are 
done under the Sun: Yet we may draw Arguments 
from their Graves, to quicken us to our Duty. Tis 
evident that this great Apoſtle had Death in his Eye, 
when he wrote theſe Words; whether thoſe to whom 
he wrote were under the like Conſideration of their 
own Mortality, is uncertain : Peter being ſo ſolicitous 
here to put them in Remembrance, ſeems tacitly to 
charge them with a careleſs, negligent, forgetful Frame 
ot Spirit: And thoſe who do not bear in their Minds 
the great Truths of the Goſpel, that ſhew the Con- 
ſequents of Death, and ſo make it weighty and conſi- 
derable in our Thoughts, can never ſeriouſly prepare. 
for it. He tells them he is but -a Sojourner among 
1 1 t them 
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them in a Tent and Tabernacle; intimating that — 4 > 
themſelves dwelt under as thin a Roof, that might | * 
ſaddenly ler in Death upon them, which he ſforeſaw| 
was not far off from himſelf; this ſtirred him up to a 
more diligent and vigorous Performance of his Duty. 
He is very deſirous to finiſh and perfect his Work be- 
fore the Night comes upon him, that he might not] £1 
Run in vain, hor Labour in vain, but throughly fix | fe 
thoſe Truths upon the Hearts and Conſciences of his | 
People, which he had preached to them, that they 
might' remember them when he was dead and gone. | 
The Text is, An awakening Word from a dying Preach- 
er, to his dying Hearers. I know 1 am engaged in a Fu- 
neral Sermon, but it is upon the Death of a Miniſter, 
and to a Congregation, who by this ſad Providence; are 
called to the Choice of a new Preacher: And therefore, 
if in the former Part of my Diſcourſe, I ſay ſomething 
of the Nature of Preaching, of the old Apoſtolick Way, 
which God did ſo wonderfully own in the Primitive 
Times, and unto which we miuſt certainly return, be- 
fore we can expect the like Succefs in our Miniſtry : I |2: 
hope if I do inſiſt a little upon this, you will not judge 
it wide of the Occaſion, or altogether unſeaſonable ; — 
But if any do, let them know that the Circumſtance 
of the Seaſon, muſt give Place and yield a lictle to the 
Subſtance of the Text, which by and by will ſuit chat 
alſo. Therefore I muſt crave a little Time to ſfiew you | 
the general Scope and Defign of the Apoſtle in theſe 
Words. Afterwards I ſhall more particularly ſpeak to 
the 15th Verſe,which will bring me nearer to the preſent 
Occaſion. — And becauſe many Particulars in a Sermon 
do uſually run out into new Matter, carrying the Speak- 
er ſometimes both beyond the Text and his own Intenti- 
ons: To avoid this, I ſhall caſt my whole Diſcourſe in- 
to this Method, and couch all I have to ſay under theſeF* 
Two General Heads, which 1 will inſiſt upon. 


I. The Old Apoſtolick Way of Preaching that was ſo much F. 
upon the Hears of Peters juſt before his Death. k 
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Il. His Laſt Legacy to all his true Succeſſors in the 
Miniſtry and Faith f the Goſpel. | 
The Shortneſs of Time both to prepare and deliver 
what I have now to fay, muſt excuſe that Want of Me- 
thod and Exactneſs that ſudden Things are uſually de- 
fective in. I begin with the Firſt, viz. N 


I. The old Apoſtolick Way of Preaching, in laying down 


the plain Fundamental Truths of the Goſpel, provin 


them by Scripture, and frequently -minding the People 
of them by Way of Remembrance. This was Chrilt's 
Method, Luke 24. 27, 44, 45. Tis the Method of the 


for this very End was the Holy Spirit promiſed to the 


you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, what- 
feever I have ſaid unto you. ?T was John's Merhod, 1 Joha 
2.21. 1 have not written unto you, becauſe ye know not the 
Truth; but becauſe ye know it, and that no Lie is of the 
Truth. I mult tell you what you know already, that is 
the Way to know more. Twas Paul's Method, Phil. 
3. 1. To write the ſame things to you, to me indeed is not 


grie vous, but for you it is ſafe. Twas that he adviſes 


Timothy to, 1 Tim. 4. 6, 7. If thoy put the Brethren in 
remembrance of theſe things, thou ſhalt be a good Miniſter 


ef Jeſus Chriſt, nouriſhed up in the Words of Faith, and of 


good Doctrine, whereunto thou haſt attained : But refuſe pro- 
fane and old Wives Fables, and exerciſe thy ſelf rather unto 


Godlineſs. 2 Tim. 2. 14, 15, 16. Of theſe things put them 
in remembrance, charging them before the Lord, that they 
trive not about Words to no profit, but to the ſubverting of 
be Hearers. Study to ſhew thy ſelf approved unta God, 4 


orkman that needeth not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing 


he Word of Truth: But ſhun profane and vain Bablirgs ; for 


they will encreaſe unto more Ungodlineſs. 'Twas the Deſire 
of thoſe Gentiles which Paul and Barnabas complyed with, 


ith very great Succeſs, As 13. 42. to hear the ſame 
them the next Sabbath. TW as 
A 3 Peter's 


ords preached to 
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Holy Ghoſt to bring Things to our Remembrance; and 


Church, John 14. 26. But the Comforter, which is the Holy 
Ghoſt, whom the Father will ſend in my Name, be ſhall teach 
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Peter's Deſign in his Epiſtles, 2 Pet. 3. 1, 2. This ſe-| 
I ftir up your pure Minas by wa y of rememvrance : That 

may be mindful of the Words which mere ſpoken before by the 
Holy Prophets, and of the Commandment of us the Apoſtlies 7 


the coming down of the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apo- 


were converted by it, to ſhew the mighty Efficacy o 


Power and Coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but were Eye 
Witneſſes of his Majefly. The Effect of this Sermon mad 


with ic, he never forgot it to his dying Day; an 
being now going out of the World, he would fain 


Verſe 12, 13, 15.9. d. Remember, Remember, Remem: 
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cond Epiſtle, beloved, I naw write unto you; in both which 


the Lord and Saviour. As appears, alſo in the Words 
of the Text. The firſt Sermon that was preach'd after 


ſtles was by Teter, Acts 2. And Three Thouſand Soul 


the Spirit ot God, and the Power of a plain Goſpel 
Sermon; for it was no other, but a plain Narratio 
of thoſe Things that concern the Power and Comin 
of Jeſus Chriſt. 2 Pet. 1. 16. For we have not followe: 
cunningly deviſed Fables, when we made known unto you th 


deep, Impreſſion upon Peter, he was greatly affecte 


prezch over that Sermon again, putting them in Re- 
membrance again and again, he mentions it Thrice over: 


ber the Things that I have told you, concerning the 
Power and Coming of our Lord and Saviour Jeſu: 


. Chriſt ;, and for all humane Inventions, and cunning] 
\ deviſed Fables, and Stories of I Know not what, tha 


Men may tell you in the Pulpit, to ſet out themſelve 
and their own Parts and Learning away with them. 1 
ever you be converted, it muſt be from that Teſtimo 
ny the Spirit gives in your Hearts to thoſe Fundament. 
Truths of the Goſpel concerning Jeſus Chrift : And henc 
foes certainly ariſe the Converſion of all the Siane 


that are ever brought home to Chriſt. You may thin 
that the Doctrine of the miſerable State of Man by Na 


ture, of the vnly Way e Redemption by Chriſt, the Doctri 
of Faith, Repentance, and Self-denyal are all of them b 
common Things, which you have heard over again an 


. again, and arèscloy'd with thg very Sound of chem; 


avertin 


Truth 


Jays theſe and ſuch like Truths are the only co 
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_ Truths, and we muſt hold Men to them, *cill God doth 
work by them upon their Hearts: They are indeed eaſie 
Words, but they are hard Things to receive and pra- 

ctiſe. When God brings our Souls under the Power of 
theſe Truths, how wonderful are they then? P/al. 119. 129. 
How full of Matter? Thoſe who are converted do ad- 
mire thoſe Truths moſt which before they looked upon 
as common and ordinary; but now they think they can 
never hear too much of the Way of believing in Chriſt, 

and laying hold upon Him as their Righteouſneſs and Life: 
Theſe Truths do find them Work enough now, tho' 
before they were unconcerncd in them, and theſe are 
the Things which we:muſt infiſt upon. You ſee the old 
Apoſtolick Way of Preaching was, in all Plainneſs and 
Simplicity, to propound Goſpel Truths in the Name of 
God to the People, and to commend them to their Be- 
lief upon the bare Credit of Divine Teſtimony, till 

Faith came by Hearing: They knew the Word had all its 
Weight from that Stamp of Divine Authority chat is 

upon it, and from the Efficacy of the Spirit accompanying 
it to the Hearts of Believers. Theſe Things they often 
inculcated, and kept in their Remembrance, rellinz 

them what was to be done upon the Belief of fuch 

Principles: And this was the Application they made, 
and here is Scope enough for Exhortation to the People: 

| . But now. a-days too too many do lay aſide their beſt 

Argument, which is to ground the Truth of the writ- 
ten Word upon Divine Teſtimony, and the whole 

Efficacy of the Word preach'd upon the Promiſes of a 

Divine Concurrence, which God has made to this Or- _ 

dinance, here lyeth the Strength and Virtue of this Or- 

dinance, it would ſignifie nothing without this; Go 

(ſays Chriſt) reach all Nations; Lo I am with you alway, 

even unto the End of the World, Mat. 28. 19, 20. We 

That are Minifters ſhould take this Promiſe up int our 

Pulpits every Time we preach, and leave the whole 

Matter with God, who works as he pleaſes by our Mi- 
niſtry: But inſtead of this, Men take up theſe Weapons 
of our Spiritual Warfare, [mhich. are mighty only thro 
Pod, 2 Cor. 19, 4-] into the Hand of Carna! Reaſon, 
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Peter's Deſign in his Epiſtles, 2 Pet. 3. 1, 2. This ſe- 
cond Epiſile, beloved, I nom write unto you; in both which 
Iſtir up your pure Minds by way of rememivrance : That ye 
may be mindful of the Words which mere ſpoken before by the 
Holy Prophets, and of the Commandment of us the Apoſties of 
the Lord and Saviour. , As appears, alſo in the Wards 
of the Text. The firſt Sermon that was preach'd after 
the coming down of the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apo- 
ſtles was by Teter, Acts 2. And Three Thouſand Souls 
were converted by it, to ſhew the mighty Efficacy of [| 
the Spirit ot. God, and the Power of a plain Goſpel- I, 
Sermon; for it was no other, but a plain Narration 
of thoſe Things that concern the Power and Coming 
of Jeſus Chriſt. 2 Pet. 1. 16. For we have not followed 
cunningly deviſed Fables, when we made known unto you the 
Power and Coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but were Eye- 
Witneſſes of his Majeſly. The Effect of this Sermon made 
deep, Impreſſion upon Peter, he was greatly affected u 
with it, he never forgot it to bis dying Day; and 
being now going our of the World, he would fain 
preach over that Sermon again, putting them in Re- 
membrance again and again, he mentions it Thrice over, 
Verſe 12, 13, 15.9. d. Remember, Remember, Remem- 
ber the Things that I have told you, concerning the 
Power and Coming of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
. Chriſt ; and for all humane Inventions, and cunningly 
_ deviſed Fables, and Stories of I know not what, that 
Men may tell you in the Pulpit, to ſet out themſelves 
and their own Parts and Learning away with them. If 
ever you be converted, it muſt be from that Teſtimo- 
ny the Spirit gives in your Hearts to thoſe . Fundamentah. 
Truths of the Goſpel concerning Jeſus Chriſt : And hence 
does certainly ariſe the Converſion of all the Sinners 
that are ever brought home to Chriſt. You may think 
\ That the Doctrine of the miſerable State of Man by Na- 
F ture, of the vy ay of Redemption by Chriſt, the DoQtring , 
=_ of Faith, Repentance, and Self-denyal are all of them but 
= . common Things, which you have heard over again and 
again, and arèrcloy'd with thg very Sound of chem; 
day, theſe and ſuch like Truths are the only converting 
11 8 | Truths, 
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1 Truths, and we muſt hold Men to them, *till God doth 


work by them upon their Hearts: They are indeed ealie 


Words, but they are hard Things to receive and pra- 
ctiſe. When God brings our Souls under the Power of 
' theſe Truths, hom wonderful are they then? P/al. 119. 129. 


How full of Matter? Thoſe who are converted do ad- 
mire thoſe Truths moſt which before they looked upon 
as common and ordinary; but now they think they can 
never hear too much of the Way of believing in Chriſt, 
and laying hold upon Him as their Righreouſucfs and Life: 
Theſe Truths do find them Work enough now, tho 
before they were unconcerned in them, and theſe are 
the Things which we:muſt infiſt upon. You ſee the old 
Apoſtolick Way of Preaching was, in all Plainneſs and 
Simplicity, to propound Goſpel Truths in the Name of 
God to the People, and to commend them to their Be- 
lief upon the bare Credit of Divine Teſtimony, *ciil 
Faith came by Hearing: They knew the Word had all its 
Weight from that Stamp of Divine Authority chat is 
upon it, and from the Efficacy of the Spirit accompanying 


it to the Hearts of Believers. Theſe Things they often 


inculcated, and kept in their Remembrance, telling 
them what was to be done upon the Belief of fuch 
Principles: And this was the Application they made, 
and here is Scope enough for Exhortarion to the People :; 
But now-a-days too too many do lay alide their beſt 
Argument, which is to ground the Truth of the writ- 
ten Word upon Divine Teſtimony, and the whole 
Efficacy of the Word preach'd upon the Promiſes of a 
Divine Concurrence, which God has made to this Or- 
dinance, here lyeth the Strength and Virtue of this Or- 
dinance, it would ſignifie nothing without this; Go 


(ſays Chriſt) tea ch all Nations; Lo I am with you alway, 


even unto the End of the World, Mat. 28. 19, 20. We 
that are Minifters ſhould take this Promiſe up inro our 
Pulpits every Time we preach, and leave the whole 
Matter with God, who works as he pleaſes by our Mi- 
niſtry : But inſtead of this, Men take up theſe Weapons 
of our Spiritual Warfare, [which are mighty only thro' 
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them: Tis not in our own Light, but in his that we 


end. 1G 


* — K b 1 AA AATER AG tr rr er | ; 


and think te ſet a further Edge upon them that Way. 
What hath Man to do to give his Reaſons of Goſpel- My? 
ſeries, ſince there is no other Way of knowing them but 

by believing, comparing Scripture with Scripture, till we 
are ſatisfied that Things are ſo ſet down in the Bible, a 
they are reported to us out of the Pulpit? As 17. 11, _ 
Naked Truth is far more venerable in its own Sim- 
plicity, than in that artificial Dreſs which the Self-ad- 
mirers of this Age, to pleaſe themſelves and to delude {| 
and amuſe others, have put upon the Back of abuſed «| 
Truth, that labours greatly, even almoſt under a to- 

tal Eclipſe, by the Interpoſition of ſuch groſs terrene 
Matter, between the Heavenly Light of the Goſpel and 
this ſinful World; upon whom this Sun is riſen, and 
would ſhine out in more Brightneſs, were theſe Clouds 

and Miſts, the empty Vapours of a human Brain more 
throughly ſcattered. The further we go in our own 
Reaſonings about Spiritual Things, the leſs we diſcern 


— 


— 


fee Light, Pſal. 36. 9. Yet how do many pleaſe them- 
ſelves with a meer humane Knowledge of Divine 
Things? dfputing all Thiags, rather than believing 
any Thing, heaping up Diſtinctions and Terms of Art, 
and all by Way of Explication; as if the Subtleties of 
Logick aud Metaphyſicks were the Eſſence of ſaving | 
Faith, and that a Proficiency even to the higheſt Form 
in the Schools of humane Literature, were as abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to make a Chriſtian, as a Divine; tho 
ſomething elſe is required to both. Thus they would 
engroſs all Religion ro the Gown, leaving nothing ta 
Thoſe of a lower Capacity but a blind implicit Faith; 
as if Goſpel-Principles were unintelligible to all bot 
Scholars, when God, who cauſes the fooliſh Things of the * 
orld to confound the wiſe, hath declared to the contrary. 
Legick alone may ſpeak Natural Reaſon, but ſeldom 
ood Divinity : Therefore after all Diſputes about the 
Folemica) Part of Divinity, give me the ſincere unlearn- 
d Man's Religion, who hath no more in his Head, than nge 
thin his Heart ; whoſe Reaſon doth not out-run his 
Falch and Experiedge 3 be lives ig what he believes, and > 
knows _ 
_ | A 
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knows more of the Nature of Faith; by one AR of Faith 
than others do by reading an Hundred Books, and Dil 
_ courſes of Men about it: A down-right plain-hearted 
Chriſtian who hath but one Notion of Fhings, (1 mean of 
any one Truth) but that is a right one, he keeps to 
it withont any Variation in his Conceptions about it, 
and walks evenly and uprightly with God all his Days 
according to his Light : What a great Place in Heaven 
will fucha one have, who is faithful over a little, and is 
what he is by the Grace of God? Whereas others of lar- 
er Heads, abounding too much in their own Senſe, 
eep not their Hearts ſo cloſe to the plain Fundamens 
tals of the Goſpel 3 their Reaſon out-runs their Faith, 
nd inſenſibly winds them off from the Power of the 
oſpel, into many Labyrinths of Error, or at leaſt into 
empty airy Speculations: Thus loſing themſelves in their 
own Thoughts, they become vain in their Imaginations 
and framing ſome curious Notions in their Heads, they 
preſently grow fond of them, and muſt find ſome Place 
in Religion for them. They go back to their Faith, 
to juſtifie their Reaſon in its late rare Inventions ; and 
if that cannot be, rather than fail, they will offer Vio+ 
Jence to their firſt received Principles, and ſhape the 
very Fundamentals of the Goſpel to a Subſerviency to 
their own Notions, that they may have ſomewhat to 
ground their new deviſed Superſtruction upon. 
am perſwaded many Unorthodox, Antievangelical 
Opinions have had their Riſe from hence: Some Mean 
are run down by their own Reaſon, and ſee it not, 
their proud rebellious Thoughts not being yet brought 
into Captivity to the Obedience of Chriſt. 5 
might enlarge upon this, and ſhew you that moſt 
of the Errors that are crept into the Church, were bred 
in the Schools, and have beea the curſed Offspring of 
unſanQified Natural Abilities. *Tis Time then to re- 
turn to the Simplicity of the Goſpel, and to begin the Bible 
again, that we may take in the ſincere Milk of the Worg, 
without any humane Mixtures, drawing pure Streams 
from the Fountain of Truth, and keeping, up a conſtam 


Remewhrance, clpecially of the prime grand Truths 
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of the Goſpel, from whence we muſt derive our Life, 
Strength, and Comfort, in an evil Day of Terror 1 
Darkneſs, we muſt return then to plain Goſpel Princi- 
ples: Tis not School Subtleties and nice Reaſonings 
that will relieve us, but down- right Faith. Chriſti- 
ans could never die in Peace, if they had not next their 
Hearts ſome plain comfortable Word to relie upon; 
as that Chriſt died for Sinners, to reconcile us to God hy 
bis Blood, that thro? Faith in Him we might be juſtified 
and ſanQified. 1 

You'll ſay, We have all this in our Catechiſms, we 
learned it when we were Children. Well, we muſt 0 
back to our Catechiſms again; here lies all our Salva- 
tion, therefore meditate upon theſe Things and remem 
ber them : Do not thiak you can be too often 1 
of them, they are Truths you muſt live upon all your 
Days, and be continually feeding upon. Tis not doubt- 
ful Diſputations, but clear undenigble Goſpel Maxims, 
that a trembling Soul flies to and argues from. — 


T erefore I ſay again, That Preaching doth not con ſiſt hg 


fo much in Variety of Notion, as in 4 plain; Propoſal, 
and power ful Application of tvoſe Things that are reveal- 
ed in Scripture. Goſpel Truths do not work upon us 


by the Strength of Man's Reaſon, but by a ſecret Di- 


vine Virtue going along with them, they become the 
Power of God unto Salvation, Miniſters are to publiſh the 
Contents of the Bible, and ſo to open the Scriptures, 
that their Hearers may attain to a true Hiſtorical Know- 
ledge of what is there written ; which ſaving Faith doth 
always preſuppoſe and include. This is that Preaching - 
by which God doth infſenlibly and ſecretly turn the 
Hearts of his Elect: As many as were ordained to eternal 
Life, believed, Acts 13. 48. *Tis not ſaid as many as 
were Learned Men, skil'd in Arts and Sciences, of good 
Natural Parts, and quick Apprehenſions: — But as many 

a were ordained, &c. Tho? never ſo unlearned, of ne- 
ver ſuch mean and ordinary Capacities; yet ſuch by the 
Power of the Goſpel plainly preached, are made wiſe 
unto Salvation, God working Faith in them; which im- 
Plies the Knowledge of all Thipgs neceſſary to Salvati- 
ON, 
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Nature, and brings a new Nature along with it, ſuffi- 
ciently furniſhed for all the Works and Actions that are 
proper and peculiar to the New Creature, and all 


Men are in an equal Natural Capacity for this Change, 


I mean paſſively capable of it. | 
When God takes this Clay into his Hands, he can 
form what Veſſels of Honour he pleaſes out of it. None 


can foreſee the Way, Manner and Method of the Word 
and Spirit of God in working Faith in us: Some fit lobg . 


under the Word and are not ſtirred, yet *cis good ro keep 
our Hearts under the Hiſtorical Light and Knowledge of 
the Goſpel, hearing in a daily Expectation of the Coming 
of Faith, ſubjecting our ſelves to God's Ordinance, waiting 
for the Effects of it, often revolving and conſidering in 
our Minds what we have heard. To Remember, is to 
look back upon former Things, to chew rhe Cud, go- 
ing over in our Thoughts again and again what we have 


been taught. But ſome have ſuch itching Ears, they are 


all for Novelties, ſomething that they knew not and have 
not heard before, ſome fine-ſpun Notion that may buz a 
a while in the Head, tho? it never reach the Heart 
tis bur as the tinkling of a Cymbal, a meer tranfienc 
Apparition that vaniſhes away wich its own Sound: 
Yer theſe are the Rarities that many look after, they 
canreliſh nothing elſe : When they are put in Remer:- 
brance of former Things, they are ſo far from being 
pleaſed, that they nauſiate the Thoughts of hearing over 
again what they knew before, they put up their Pen 
and Ink, ſhut their Books, and ſtop their Ears, are quite 
taken off from any due Attention; they carry as if they 
had long ſince done with all plain down-right Goſpel- 
Truths; they have nothing to ſay to them now: Ay, 
but they may have ſomething to ſay to you that they 
never told you yet; God may let them down further 
into your Souls, and cauſe them to make deeper Im- 
preſſions upon your Hearts than ever heretofore. 
* | 


I I now comego ſpeak of the 15th Verſe: T ſhall 
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ſtill proſecute the ſame Point, but in a nearer Relati- J 


on to the preſent Occaſion than has been yet done. | 
I call this Peter's laſt Legacy to all his. true Succeſſors in 
the Miniſtry and Faith of the Goſpel, I don't ſee any 
mention here, or any where elſe in Scripture, of that 
large Patrimony which the See of Rome lays claim to, 
by an Hereditary Right from Peter; If you read over 
his Inventory here, you'll find no Triple-Crown or Mi- 
tre, no Croſ5-Keys, no Rocquet, Camad and Cloath, 
no Slippers and Pantofles, or any ſuch Pontifical -Habi- 
liments which are now reckoned among the Regalia of 


Their Spiritual Monarchy : But what doch Peter bequeath 


us? for the Words have vim Teſtamenti ¶ Calv.) they are 
in the Nature of a Teſtament or laſt Will, in which he 
commends to us after his Deceaſe, the frequent Con- 
ſideration and Remembrance of thoſe plain, ſolid, Fun- 
damental Truths contained in the Scriptures; by which 
is made known unto us the Power and Coming of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt; Peter himſelf being an Eye-Witneſs of his 
Majeſty, when he was with him upon the Holy Mount. But 
his pretended Succeſſor . at Rome, thinking there is 


not Variety enough in Religion, as tis drawn up and 


ſtated by Chriſt ; therefore, the better to entertain the 
Fancies of Men in an outward ſenſitive Way of Wor- 
ſhip, has made a Supplemental Addition of his own, 
reaching for Doctrines the Commandments of Men, obtrud- 


ing upon us cunningly deviſed Fables, quite contrary: 


to the expreſs Mind of Peter, Ver. 16. What this 
Apoſtle gives us in Charge is plainly this, 

Obſerv. That it © the Duty of all Congregations, all 
Hearers, who outelive their Miniſters, to keep in Remem- 


France thoſe precious Truths which they formerly heard from 


them. Let me preſs this upon you of this Congregati- 
on; the Text looks directly upon you, and therefore 
fail not to come up to the Duty that is here requir- 
ed: And now after the Deceaſe of your Miniſter, keep 
thoſe Truchs freſh in your Memories, and warm upon 
your Hearts, which he delivered to you in his Life Time. 

Let me urge this upon you from theſe following 
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and Conſcience, to live up to what you have heard. 
The Word heard, neglected and forgotten, hath a dread 
ful Influence upon us many Times, Prov. 1. 24. to the 


End of that Chapter ſo Rom. 19. 18, 21. Have they Re 


not heard ? Tes verily, which was a great Aggravation 
of their Diſobedience. If it ſhould be fo with any of 
| you, let me tell you, there is a Witneſs now gone to 
Heaven againſt you, to teſtifie at the laſt Day before 


God, Angels, and Men, what Truths he preached unto 


you, and earneſtly preſſed upon you. God takes No- 


tice what Means, what Miniſters, what Meſſengers have 
been ſent to every Congregation ; how early, how. 
often, how many, All my Servants the Prophets, Jer. 7. 


25, 26, 27, 28. riſing up early, and ſending them, q. ds 
I did nothing elſe for a long Time, from Morning to 
Evening, but ſend unto this People: What could I have 
done more that I have not done? let them ſpeak; ler 
any judge between me and my Vineyard; 1 appeal to Hea- 
ven and Earth; I'll refer my ſelf to the whole World ; 
therefore God ſtiles them the Generation of his Wrath, 
rejected and forſaken of the Lord, Ver. 29. Tis a dange- 


rous Thing to have Sermons by you, that are not to 
be found in your Hearts and Lives; it ſignifies little 
to have them in your Books: How inexcuſable will 


they be, who go to Hell with Directions to Heaven 
in their Hands, and will not vouchſafe to read them? 
May not God ſay, I told you which was the Way, 
you took it from the Mouth of your Miniſter, and no- 
ted it down, I have it under your Hands to ſhew ? 

2. The oftner you draw any Goſpel Truth thro? your 
Hearts, by calling it into your Remembrance, the deep- 
er Impreſſion it makes. It ſeeds in the Heart, and leaves 


a freſh fruQifying Virtue behind it upon the Soul: You'll 


find ſomething new in every old Truth you take up into 
your Thoughts, if not in Notion, yet in Power, which 
iz the beſt of all, Freſh Mixtures of Faith make the ſame 
Words exceeding profitable to us every Day : Faith is 
never cloy'd with the Word, but finds it ſweeter and 
ſwecter fill: Faith comes at one Time to a Prone 

| dat 


1. You lie under a very great Obligation to God 
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that it might know the Way the better the next Time: 
Faith has never done with the Word ia this World,\, © 
but bas more and more Buſineſs every Day with the 
fame Promiſe, with the ſame Word; *T# hid in the Heart, 
Pſal. 119. 11. Jr awells there, Coll 3. 16. Tis never 
out, a conſtant In-mate. | | 
3. The Word is Eternal. All Heſh is Graſs ; the Fa- 
thers, where are they ? and Prophets, do they live for ever ? 
Zech. 1. 5. The Prophets may die, but their Propheſies 

live. The Nerd of our God ſhall ſtand for ever, Iſa. 40. 8. 
*Tis ſtill in Force, *tis of Eternal Concerament.. 

4. *Tis the greateſt Honour you can do to the Name 
and Memory ot your worthy deceaſed Miniſter, to kee 
his Sermons alive upon your Hearts. Do you keep Life 
in them, and they will keep Life in you: As the Word 2 
quickneth Faith, ſo Faith quickens the Word, joyning | 
the Spirit and the Letter together: God hath taken him 
away, ycu have all of him and from him, that ever you 
are like to have 1n this World; make much of thoſe 
precious Remains; he is now ſilent in the Grave, never 
to be ſeen, or heard more in the Land of the living, 1 
he ſtand in his Lot at the end of Days; but if you keep in 
Mind the Inſtructions he formerly gave you, % he be 
dead, yet he ſpeaketh,and you may yet hear him: The Ser- 
mons you ſo remember and think upon, you are as it were - 
continvally hearing, they are well pleaſing to God, very 

profitable to your own Souls, and the greateſt Argu- 
ment imaginable of your high Eſteem of, and ſincere Love 
to that Faichful Shepherd of this Flock, whom God 
hath now ſmitten and taken from you: This is more 
than to build Sepulchres, and adorn the Tombs of the 
Prophets: You will erect for him an everlaſting Monu= 
ment. ia your Hearts, by holding forth the Seal of his 
eff:Ctual Miniſtry among you. When you can ſay the 
1 Wood of God that came by the Mouth of ſuch an one, 
.B now in his Grave, was to me a ſaving Word, a ſancti- 
fying Word, a healing, ſtreangthning Word, what Spi- 
ces, what Perfumes fo ſweet and Embalming as this? 
Methinks I fmell theſe Spiritual Odours already, and L 
hop? the Sceat will be ſtronger and ſtronger eyery Day,. 
et 
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* Let me add a Word of Advice to you of this Congre e: 
| gation. God hath made a great Change among you, | 
and a Change there muſt be, and you will find it more 
and more every Day; 'tis one End that God aims at in 

„ ſuch Diſpenſarions, to vary his Courſe towards you, even 
in the Means of Grace; he doth all Things wiſely, he 
hath Variety of Work, and Variety of Workmen ; the 
Word reaches from Top to Bottom in the Soul, and 
works here and there as God appoints it, who knows 
beſt where our Weakneſs lies. What tho? he lay down 
a ſharper, and take up a blunter Tool, be not diſcoura- 
ged, the Nature of the Work may require this ſome- 
times. As God hath Top-Stones to lay, ſo he hath 
Foundations to examine, he hath Variety of Inſtruments, 

5 diver ſl; qualifyed for ſuch and ſuch ſpecial Services in 
the Church; he knows when to ſet on, and when to 
take off his Wor kmen; he changes Hands, ſometimes 
by Death, and ſometimes by a Providential Removal. 
LU am not againft a fixed Miniſtry, yet I think a more in- 
terchangeable Courſe in our Miniſtry ſometimes, would 
tend much to the Encreaſe of Love and Union among 
Profeſſors, and to the mutual Edification of all: We 
ſhould have a Taſt of the Spirits of Men, and of the Va- 
riety of Gifts, that may not be exactly the ſame in any 
Two in the World. Some are Sons of Thunder, ſome of 
Conſclation. You may and ought to covet the beſt Gifts in 
your Choice now; but ſtil] know your Faith conſiſts not 
in the Wiſdom of Man, but in the Power of God: There- 
fore leave it by an Act of Faith to the great Shepherd 
of the Sheep, to provide for you, to direct you in all your 
Endeavours that Way, and ſubmit after all to the Lord's 
Diſpoſition of this Lot, wherever it ſhall fall: Tho' you 
do, as I told you but now you would, find a Difference 
between former and future Means, yet ſuffer the Lord, 
who doth all the Work, to make Choice of the Work- 
Man; and then whether P aul, Apollo, Or Cephas, All things 
are yours, and ſhall be bleſt co you, while you live iu 
ſuch a Dependance upon the God of all Grace. 
Tou may expect I ſhould ſay ſomething of your worthy 
I Miniſter, and my moſ beloved Brother, and Fellow-Lz- 
bourer 
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bourer in the Goſpel, who very lately ſtep d out of this | 
© Pulpit into the Grave. This is not a Day, not a Place 
to ſpeak of Man, no not of the beſt of Men, further 
than we may gather Arguments from any Eminency in 

the G its and Grace in them, to ſtir up our ſelves aud 
otfiers to our Duty: And upon this Account only I ſhall 

fay ſomething that may add ſome further Weight and 

Strength to the Obligation that lyes upon you, to keep 

thoſe Truths always in Remembrance that have been 
delivered to you by ſo skilful a Hand: I ſhall not ſuffer 
his Name to ſlip into Oblivion without ſome memorable 
Remark upon it. I confeſs, what I have to ſay might | 

| | better come from another Mouth than mine, conſidering | 
=_ my Relation to him in his younger Years: But I am no- 

=zt aſhamed to own, that I had ſome Hand in planting Fruit 
that was ripe before me, and is now gathered ; tho? this | 
forward Increaſe, is, under God, to be aſcribed rather 
to the Goodneſs and Fertility of the Soil, than to the 
Skill of the Husbandman. He was one for Endowments 
of Mind, both as a Man and a Chriſtian, far beyond his 
Years. He died young, but lived long. He was a Man be- 
times, and which is more, an early Chriſtian. He came 
into che Vineyard the firſt Hour of the Day, did his 
Days Work by Noon; and God hath given him the Pre- 
ference over us all, in taking him to Heaven before us. 
Therefore | ſay again, ſee that now after his Deceaſe you 
have thoſe Things always in Remembrance which you 
have been taught by ſo able a Miniſter of the New Te- 
ſtament, that jt may never be ſaid, you buried your 
Preacher and his Sermons too in the ſame Grave. 
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| 
1 Had Thoughts of taking more Liberty in the Preſs than was 
fit for the Pulpit; in giving the World a further Character of 
NR. this worthy Perfon deceafed; but conſidering that what 1 might 
3 Fay in his quit Praiſe and Commendation, is no News to them 
NR that knew him, and may ſeem altogether incredible to tens: 
- \, Who knew him not, I ſhall ſpare my Pains, leaving his Friends | 
W; to their own Knowledge of him, and Strangets to what Enqui- 
| ries they pleaſe to make coacerning him, being confident they. 
will meet with that good Report of him ffom the Mouths Gr 
raauy that will go teyond the Leſtimony of my fingle Pen, and 


Ts 


9 greatly ende ur his Name to Poiterity. 
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